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in obedience to the inferior motive, things which their
conscience approves. "We continually see how great
is the power of opinion in opposition to conscience ;
how men "follow a multitude to do evil " how often
opinion induces them to do what their conscience dis-
approves, and still oftener prevents them from doing
what it commands. But when the motive of public
opinion acts in the same direction with conscience,
which, since it has usually itself made the conscience
in the first instance, it for the most part naturally
does; it is then, of all motives which operate on the
bulk of mankind, the most overpowering.

The names of all the strongest passions (except the
merely animal ones) manifested by human nature, are
each of them a name for some one part only of the
motive derived from what I here call public opinion.
The love of glory; the love of praise; the love of
admiration; the love of respect and deference; even
the love of sympathy, are portions of its attractive
power. Vanity is a vituperative name for its attrac-
tive influence generally,, when considered excessive in
degree. The fear of shame, the dread of ill repute or
of being disliked or hated, are the direct and simple
forms of its deterring power. But the deterring force
of the unfavourable sentiments of mankind does not
consist solely in the painfulness of knowing oneself to-
be the object of those sentiments; it includes all the
penalties which they can' inflict: exclusion from social
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